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wrorecrrar Where Ancient Culture Meets Smart Future

Editor's Note:

Xi'an in northwest China, where the
ancient Silk Road began, now symbolizes
China's fusion of heritage and innovation.
Part of our "Into Tech Park" series, this edi-
tion explores how technology fuels inclusive
growth through the eyes of international
students and entrepreneurs. Initiatives like
the China-Europe Railway Express and Qin-
chuangyuan platform highlight Xi'an's role
as a global hub, where policy support and
cultural openness turn ideas into real im-
pact. Here, ambition finds a home, and the
future is built on shared opportunity.

3 Words to Describe China

Cultural, Global, Safe

"China honors its deep history, shapes the
world stage, and offers a secure, welcoming
environment for all."

Pilipchak Alexey, Russian student at XJTU

Convenient, Efficient, Innovative

"Everything works — transport, payments, .

communication. Life just flows."

Anastassiya Yuy, Kazakh student at XJTU

Fast-growing, Friendly, Good Food
"The progress is breathtaking, the people are
warm, and the cuisine is unforgettable."

Emelyanova Anastasiya, Belarusian entrepre-
neur

Dynamic, Powerful, Resilient
"China evolves daily, leads globally, and over-
comes challenges with strength."

Ammara Hanif, Pakistani student at XJTU

Peace, Cooperation, Development
"China builds bridges, not walls. It's a partner
in progress."

Shamsullah Shariati, Afghanistani entrepre-
neur

<« For more information
about this edition, please
scan the QR code.
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As war drums thundered across the the-
ater, Ammara Hanif, a Pakistani student study-
ing in Xi'an Jiaotong University (XJTU), gripped
her seat. On the stage, through projection, dy-
namic lighting, holography, water screens and
real- time video tracking, the production trans-
formed history into a multisensory spectacle, re-
viving the grandeur of the Qin Dynasty and its
legendary Terracotta Warriors. "This isn't a his-
tory lesson," she said. "It's a time machine and
we're about to see where it leads."

After the show, Anastassiya Yuy, a Kazakh
student at the X]JTU, said: "I never imagined
technology could give history a heartbeat. This
show didn't just tell a story — it made me feel
it. It showed that love and hope are universal,
no matter where we're from."

Innovation for good

The combination of history and high-tech
was just the beginning. The students were about
to see how innovation is shaping the future be-
yond the stage.

The international visitors went to the West-
ern China Science and Technology Innovation
Harbor (iHarbour) of the XJTU. At its digital ex-
hibition hall, they learned about the develop-
ment history of the XJTU and its role in promot-
ing international exchanges and sci- tech ad-
vancement.

At the Institute of Engineering & Medicine
Interdisciplinary Studies, they learned about a
four-year-old girl from Ganzi, Sichuan province
in southwest China, who lost her nose in an ac-
cident. Thanks to 3D bioprinting and tissue engi-
neering research led by Professor Wang Jing
from the X]JTU's School of Mechanical Engineer-
ing, she received a new nose.

It was made possible through the Qinch-
uangyuan innovation platform, which links
R&D, clinical application, and industrialization.

"This is medical treatment with a soul,"
Yuy said. "I feel proud to study in a university
that turns science into compassion." Ammara
added: "Seeing how interdisciplinary research
can deliver real solutions gives me hope for
the future."

Furthermore, they engaged in in-depth dis-
cussions with Professor Li Min from the School
of Mechanical Engineering. During the ex-
change, the visitors gained insights into cutting-
edge interdisciplinary research focused on brain-
computer interaction and rehabilitation.

At the School of Information and Commu-
nications Engineering, Professor Guo Cheng in-
troduced millimeter- wave and terahertz micro-
system technologies and their application in re-
al-world settings.

The group also toured Building 7 at the
iHarbour, a model of sustainable design that
won the 2023 WFEO H.]. Sabbagh Prize for Ex-
cellence in Engineering Construction. Entirely
designed by XJTU's School of Human Settle-
ments and Civil Engineering, the building has
dual-layer solar photovoltaic-electrothermal sys-
tems, passive energy-saving strategies, and intel-
ligent internal flow control, setting a new stan-
dard for eco-friendly smart architecture.

This forward-thinking mindset extends into
education, where global partnerships are shap-
ing the next generation of innovators. The stu-
dents visited the XJTU-POLIMI Joint School, es-
tablished in 2022. As the first Sino-foreign coop-
erative educational institution between Politecni-
co di Milano (POLIMI) and a Chinese university,
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innovation and new economy bureau of Xixian

the joint school serves as a global
platform for education, research
and startup incubation. "Edu-
cation without borders,"
said Russian student
Alexey  Pilipchak.
"This is what glob-
al learning should =
be."

Openness fu-
els shared growth

Innovation
thrives where ideas
and intelligence flow freely. In Xi'an, this open-
ness is embodied not just in factories and uni-
versities, but especially in the rails that connect
them to the world.

At the Shaanxi Automobile Holding Group,
the visitors gained an in-depth understanding of
smart manufacturing. "In just few minutes,
workers with technical support assembled an
entire cabinet," Ammara said. "The smart tech-
nology shows speed, efficiency and precision.
It's intelligent work."

Emelyanova Anastasiya, a young entrepre-
neur from Belarus, was struck by the company's
customer service: "I've never heard of a compa-
ny offering such comprehensive support. What
you have done is to build long-term trust. Your
service is exceptional."

At the Xi'an International Port, a China-Eu-
rope Railway Express (Xi'an) train slowly pulled
away, embarking on another journey along the
bustling modern Silk Road.

In the first half of 2025 alone, 3,055 such
trains ran between Xi'an and different global
destinations, carrying 3.45 million tons of cargo,

(Xi'an) feels like home."

a 34.8 percent year-on-year increase.

"This is the new Silk Road," remarked
Shamsullah Shariati, a young entrepreneur from
Afghanistan, adding that it means a lot for inter-
national cooperation.

Yuy said: "I used to think of borders as
walls. Now I see them as connections. This
train doesn't just carry goods — it carries op-
portunity.”

Alexey, majoring in logistics management,
said: "China is one of the world's largest trading
nations and also one of the fastest- developing
countries in global logistics and transportation
systems. I wanted to gain more knowledge and
experience in this field, so I decided to come
and study here."

In ancient times, Xi'an served as a crucial
eastern terminal of the Silk Road, a major
trade route connecting the East and West. To-
day, it is regaining that legacy through innova-
tion, collaboration and openness, demonstrat-
ing how technology and connectivity are shap-
ing a future where both tradition and progress
coexist harmoniously.

- The City That Makes Foreigners Feel at Home

true inclusion means comprehensive sup-

kum, a Cameroonian entre-
preneur who has lived in
Xi'an in northwest China
for nine years, it was not
the immigration officer's
stamp on his passport
that made him feel at
home; it was a cup of
tea.
"It happened at a
government  event,"
Mukum recalled during a recent interview. "I dis-
covered a local tea so remarkable that I immedi-
ately sent some to my mother. Her response
'Why didn't you bring this home sooner?' was
my 'aha’ moment. Now I'm determined to intro-
duce this treasure to Cameroon and build a busi-
ness around it."

That spark of entrepreneurial idea, born
from cultural exchange and supported by local
policy, is exactly what the Xixian New Area of
Xi'an is cultivating.

A platform built on openness

A national sci- tech innovation special
zone, the Xixian New Area is a window to the
Qinchuangyuan platform, where new ideas are
born and academic strengths transform into eco-
nomic impact.

Han Ping, deputy director of the technology
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New Area, told Science and Technology Daily:
"Xi'an is a city of knowledge, home to over 100
universities and top- tier research institutions.
Qinchuangyuan was created to turn academic
strength into real economic impact by opening
doors to global talent and turning ideas into ac-
tion."

The Xixian New Area launched a pilot pro-
gram to attract talent from around the globe.
The process is simple: Submit a business plan
and choose an international incubator. And up-
on approval, applicants can receive full support,
from company registration and legal aid to work
permits and office space.

"We want you to thrive," Han said.

Even students can participate. Through
partnerships with universities like the Xi'an Jiao-
tong University (XJTU), they can intern with lo-
cal firms, test market ideas, and gain real-world
experience long before graduation. "It's a bridge
from campus to commerce," Han added. "And
it's open to everyone."

Inclusion in action

The true spirit of Xi'an — and China — is
best described through the stories of those who
call it home.

Recently, Mukum has been recognized as a
cross-border trade ambassador. Did he ever feel
like an outsider? His heartfelt answer is: "Never.
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He credits Xixian's friendly policies, flexi-
ble immigration, and the tourist and multicul-
tural environment for this. "The food is just like
back home. The people are warm. The opportu-
nities are real," he said. "And the government
regularly organizes events that expose us to
new products that we can take back to our own
countries. China is a wonderful country. It's
home."

Others echo this sentiment. Shamsullah
Shariati, an Afghan entrepreneur and gradu-
ate of Northwestern Polytechnical University,
discovered how shipping goods from Xi'an
to Afghanistan could cut costs by avoiding
third- party hubs. "Science and technology
and the rail network have made this hap-
pen," he said.

Inspired by agricultural tech expos in Yan-
gling, located about 80 km to the west of Xi'an,
he now plans to introduce cold storage and fruit
preservation solutions to Afghanistan's farming
communities.

Emelyanova Anastasiya from Belarus runs
an auto export business. She praises Xixian's
network: "The connections here are invaluable.
I've found suppliers, partners and mentors —
all within this ecosystem."

Support that goes beyond business

The Xixian New Area understands that
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port, not only providing business opportuni-
ties.

It hosts startup competitions, talent fairs,
and recruitment programs, evaluating ventures
on innovation, market potential, and sustainabil-
ity. Across its incubator space, professional
teams offer full-service support: legal, financial,
recruitment and administrative. Successful ap-
plicants receive full visa support and mentor-
ship from the multilingual staff because no one
should be deterred due to language or paper-
work.

And the support extends into daily life. Cul-
tural integration programs, such as tea ceremo-
nies and calligraphy classes, help international
entrepreneurs feel at home.

"These aren't just activities; they're bridges,"
Han said. "They help our global community
adapt, connect and contribute."

Mukum agreed: "When I introduce Chinese
tea to Cameroon, where coffee dominates, I'm
not just selling a product, I'm building a cultural
bridge. And the Xixian New Area and Xi'an
make that possible."

As Han concluded, "Whether you're a stu-
dent, an entrepreneur, or a professional, Xixian
welcomes you. Our doors are always open to
those who want to innovate, grow, and build the
future."
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