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China has issued a plan to acceler-
ate its agricultural development, target-
ing an overall grain production capacity
of 700 million tonnes by 2027. Agricul-
tural technology and equipment will be
strengthened and the international com-
petitiveness of agriculture enhanced.

To achieve these goals, the plan,
covering the 2024-2035 period, calls for
promoting innovation in agricultural
technology and equipment, with break-
throughs in core technologies and guid-
ed by industrial requirements.

Strategic sci- tech strength in agri-
culture will be enhanced and basic agri-
cultural research will be supported, as
well as public welfare research institu-
tions. Leading agricultural sci-tech enter-
prises will be cultivated and a well-struc-
tured, collaborative and moderately com-
petitive agricultural sci- tech innovation
system will be built.

The layout of basic agricultural re-
search will be strengthened, speeding up
breakthroughs in genomics, preventive
veterinary medicine, and in-depth coop-
eration between major agricultural pro-
duction areas and regions promoted
with sci-tech innovation.

Other tasks include promoting the
full integration of digital technology and
modern agriculture. A comprehensive
agricultural observation network will be
established integrating space, air and
ground technologies. The statistical sur-
vey and monitoring system for agricul-
ture and rural areas will be improved, a
big data platform will be constructed

and the mechanism for the development
and utilization of agriculture-related da-
ta will be improved.

In addition, the plan emphasizes de-
veloping smart agricultural technologies
with independent intellectual property
rights, improving the standard system for
smart agriculture and unleashing the dig-
ital productivity of agriculture and rural

areas. A smart agriculture construction
project will be implemented to promote
the digital upgrading of large- scale
farms, pastures and
fisheries, and culti-
vate smart agricultur-
al clusters with com-
plete chains and co-
ordinated operations.

Innovation to Boost Agricultural Strength
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China is set to standardize emerg-
ing industries, aiming to strengthen the
framework of a modern industrial sys-
tem. This was recently unveiled by the
Ministry of Industry and Information
Technology, the Ministry of Science and
Technology and two other ministries.

Emerging industries refer to emerg-
ing and future sectors that grow by ap-
plying new technologies. These indus-
tries are characterized by active innova-
tion, intensive use of technology, and
broad prospects for development. They
play a crucial role in the overall econom-
ic and social development of the nation
and are key to optimizing and upgrading
the industrial structure.

The plan has set a target of formu-
lating over 1,800 industry standards and

establishing more than five standardiza-
tion technical organizations for emerg-
ing and future industries.

To ensure industrial safety, China
has developed guidelines for a mandato-
ry national standard system in industry
and IT, with plans to draft over 100 com-
pulsory national standards. To promote
global industrial development, China will
support the formulation of more than
100 international standards led by do-
mestic enterprises and institutions, tar-
geting an 88 percent conversion rate of in-
ternational standards across the sector.

The plan specifies the establish-
ment of standard systems for smart man-
ufacturing, industrial internet, cloud
computing, smart homes, all- solid- state
batteries and automotive carbon foot-
prints to support high- quality develop-
ment in these fields. It also explores the

integration of "AI + standardization," le-
veraging large AI models to enhance
standardization efforts. AI will be ap-
plied across the entire lifecycle of stan-
dards — from preliminary research and
drafting to implementation — to im-
prove efficiency and ensure effective
adoption of the standards.

Notably, the plan emphasizes
strengthening standardization in emerg-
ing industries. This includes accelerating
the development of standards for new-
generation information infrastructure,
such as 5G-Advanced, low-altitude infor-
mation infrastructure, 6G and quantum-
secure communication.

Standard systems for advanced ma-
terials—including metals, non- metals,
and polymers—will also be established.
Other emerging industries covered by
the plan include robotics for specialized

applications, new energy vehicles, high-
end equipment and shipbuilding and
marine engineering.

Additionally, the plan highlights the
importance of standardization in low-al-
titude industries and civil aviation, such
as large aircraft. It also calls for speeding
up the development of foundational, key
technological, advanced processes, test-
ing methods, critical product, applica-
tion-specific and safety standards.

Meanwhile, research will focus on
standards for the metaverse, brain-com-
puter interfaces, quantum information,
humanoid robots, generative AI, bio-
manufacturing, ad-
vanced computing,
next-gen displays, fu-
ture networks and
new energy storage
systems.

Fast-tracking Standardization of Future Industries

On April 7, World Health Day, the
27th Chinese medical team dispatched
to Tanzania held a mobile free clinic in
the Arusha region. Dr. Zhang Junqiao,
team leader and doctor from Shandong
Second Medical University, said the clin-
ic helped bring Chinese medical exper-
tise to a wider range of communities.
The team remains committed to saving
lives and improving health services in
Tanzania's healthcare system.

Providing medical aid abroad has
long been an important part of China's
diplomatic efforts. In April 1963, the
first Chinese medical team arrived in
North Africa, launching over 60 years of

international medical assistance. Since
then, the Shandong Second Medical Uni-
versity has sent 23 medical professionals
to countries such as Tanzania, the Sey-
chelles, and Tonga.

In 1982, Professor Chen Zhiren,
from the university's pathology depart-
ment, became the first medical aid team
member sent overseas. At that time, a
large number of patients requiring sur-
gery had been backlogged for years,
which delayed relevant diagnoses and
treatment. In just three months, Profes-
sor Chen examined all the backlogged
cases. His efforts represented the begin-
ning of a lasting bond between the uni-
versity and the people of Tanzania — a
friendship that has been carried forward

by generations of Chinese medical pro-
fessionals.

Traditional Chinese medicine
(TCM) has also played a significant role
in foreign medical assistance services.
In 1991, China dispatched its first TCM
expert group to the Estonian Soviet So-
cialist Republic, including Tao Enxue
and Tian Wenping from Shandong Sec-
ond Medical University. When Arnold
Rüütel was Estonia's president, he suf-
fered from acute laryngitis. They cured
his chronic illness in just two weeks us-
ing TCM. They subsequently organized
28 training sessions, trained 1,400 stu-
dents, and treated 2,000 patients, while
methods such as plum blossom needle
therapy and massage were highly
praised by the local population.

In recent years, doctors from Shan-
dong Second Medical University have
achieved remarkable feats during their
foreign assistance missions. They helped
introduce cardiac and vascular ultra-
sound exams, diagnosed rare conditions
like ocular albinism and Leber's heredi-
tary optic neuropathy, and promoted
practical techniques such as digital pal-
pation for eye pressure and one-handed
eyelid flipping. In one critical case, Dr.
Xia Fei performed emergency surgery to
save a patient's ruptured eye and restore

vision to 0.5 visual acuity.
At Muhimbili National Hospital in

Dar es Salaam, Zhang trains local doc-
tors. He noted that techniques like video
laryngoscope and bronchoscope- guided
intubation are common in China but re-
main unavailable locally due to resource
limitations. In this context, Zhang focus-
es on building local capacity, believing
that true support means empowering
others — leaving behind not just tech-
nology, but a capable and self-sufficient
medical team.

To date, the 27 batches of Chinese
medical teams that have served in Tan-
zania, have treated approximately 20
million cases and helped hospitals fill
numerous technological voids. This
achievement reflects a proud history
and a hopeful future. As Tang Jiande
and Zhang Haifeng, members of the
new batch of aid teams to Tonga, said,
"We are honored to carry the baton
passed down by our predecessors. With
great responsibility, we are committed to
continuing their mission."

The story of Shandong Second
Medical University's foreign assistance
continues, with each doctor contribut-
ing in their own way to build a life-sav-
ing bridge across borders. These efforts
have not only improved medical condi-
tions in recipient countries but also
strengthened the emotional bonds be-
tween the Chinese people and those
abroad.

Health and Hope Across Borders

Mentougou, a district in Beijing,
has emerged as a significant player in
the city's strategy for building a robust
AI industry. The Western Beijing AI Val-
ley established in the district is provid-
ing substantial and reliable computing
power resources crucial for AI advance-
ment.

Facilitating AI model training
Science and Technology Daily re-

porters visited the Western Beijing AI
Valley to see how the Huawei Ascend se-
ries of computing power cluster is sup-
porting AI development.

"This is Beijing's first self- innovat-
ed AI computing power cluster. A super
cluster with immense computing capa-
bilities, it serves as a training base for in-
dustry-level AI models," said Yan Xinyu,
executive deputy general manager of Bei-
jing Ascend Innovative AI Co.

The power cluster facilitated the re-
cent launch of a model tuning workshop
in the AI valley to help traditional enter-
prises upgrade in efficiency and intelli-
gent operation.

Given the rapid evolution of AI, es-
pecially in large model technologies,
there is a growing demand across vari-
ous sectors for digital transformation.
However, many traditional businesses
and research institutions are limited by
their lack of adequate computing power
and data. The model tuning workshop
addresses this gap.

"For research institutions and tradi-
tional enterprises, we can swiftly inte-
grate resources from the workshop to

identify the most suitable large model
for their needs and provide targeted so-
lutions alongside efficient professional
tuning services," Yan added.

Fostering a thriving talent ecosys-
tem

The Western Beijing AI Valley is
drawing young talents through various
initiatives and support policies.

In 2023, Mentougou announced
dedicated talent policies for AI algo-
rithm specialists, a first in Beijing, to en-
hance entrepreneurship, computing pow-
er support, algorithm trading, and fund-
ing security.

The "Yongding Card" introduced by
Mentougou offers various services, in-
cluding healthcare, transportation, hous-
ing and leisure activities, to create a
thriving talent development environ-
ment and strengthen talent retention.

Han Yu has been working as a prod-
uct manager at Metabrain AGI (Beijing)
Information Technology Co. for two
years. He said, "The environment is
great, the facilities are comprehensive,
and the computing resources enable sig-
nificant research outputs."

Han's company has collaborated
with the local emergency management
bureau to develop an emergency large
model applicable in various scenarios,
including fire prevention and flood re-
lief.

As Mentougou enhances its busi-
ness environment and industry ecology,
various other large AI model applica-
tions have emerged, including the multi-
modal large model Awaker, traditional
Chinese moxibustion robots, and a cam-
pus intelligent service platform.

Beijing's AI Valley Leads in
Industry Development
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In 2024, the bilateral trade volume

exceeded 200 billion USD, and Vietnam
has become China's fourth largest trad-
ing partner. China stands ready to ad-
vance cooperation with Vietnam on
three standard- gauge railways in north-
ern Vietnam and a smart port.

China-Malaysia economic and trade
cooperation has scaled up rapidly. In
2024, the bilateral trade reached 212 bil-
lion USD, a year-on-year increase of 11.4
percent and a record high. China has
been Malaysia's largest trading partner
for 16 consecutive years and the main
source of investment for many years.
Malaysia is China's second largest trad-
ing partner and the largest source of im-
ports in ASEAN.

With the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership coming into force,
China and Malaysia have further expand-
ed their market openness to each other.

People-to-people exchanges
China has been a major contribu-

tor to safeguarding, preserving and de-
veloping the Angkor Archaeological
Park, a UNESCO world heritage in Siem

Reap province in northwest Cambodia,
according to Cambodia's Tourism Minis-
ter Huot Hak. Since 1997, China has
been providing scholars, architectural
experts, archaeologists and technicians
to help restore and preserve the ruined
temples in the Angkor park.

With 2025 designated the China-
Vietnam Year of People- to- People Ex-
changes, a series of activities have been
organized and planned to further ce-
ment the public support for bilateral re-
lations.

China and Malaysia have a mutual
visa exemption arrangement. The year
2024 saw nearly six million mutual vis-
its between the two countries, which ex-
ceeded the pre- COVID level. In recent
years, China and Malaysia have deep-
ened cooperation in vocational educa-
tion, and carried out training on modern
railway and the digital economy.

Malaysia looks forward to using the
platform to promote China's experience
in vocational education at home and in
other ASEAN countries, said Manndzri
Nasib, chairman of the Advisory Board
of the Malaysia-China Institute.

China Strengthens Bonds with
Vietnam, Malaysia and Cambodia


