
"I was impressed by [the] major investment that Chinese
authorities are making to support students," Philippe De
Maeyer, an emeritus senior professor at Ghent University,
and visiting professor at the Xinjiang Institute of Ecology
and Geography (XIEG) of Chinese Academy of Sciences
(CAS), told S&T Daily. He believes it is an investment in
young people's future, and promotes the exchanges of differ-
ent cultures. Global exchanges facilitate talent cultivation in
Xinjiang Autonomous Region. Between 2016 and 2021, more
than 15 students, funded by the China Scholarship Council
and CAS, completed the double PhD degree in collaboration
between the XIEG and Ghent university.

Global Exchanges Facilitate Talent Cultivation in Xinjiang
Dr. Marie-luce Chevalier is a geologist who has worked

as a research professor at the Institute of Geology of the
Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences in Beijing since
2010. Chevalier has spent almost 20 years studying the ac-
tive faults on the Qinghai-Xizang Plateau. She noted Xizang
Autonomous Region provides her with "amazing experienc-
es and good memories." Although conducting geological re-
search outdoors can be very demanding and challenging,
Chevalier said she didn't see any disadvantage as a female
researcher working in the field. She also highlighted that
China has recently been actively trying to promote more
women in scientific research.

China Strives to Promote More Females in Science

Official data shows that China has provided two billion
doses of COVID-19 vaccines to more than 120 countries and
international organizations for the global COVID - 19 re-
sponse.

Dr. Seth Berkley, the CEO of GAVI, said almost 228
million doses of Chinese COVID- 19 vaccines have
reached 50 countries, becoming particularly crucial in
2021 when global vaccine supplies were particularly
tight.

China can play a major role, continuously contribut-
ing to financing, technical assistance, and helping with
vaccine supply, said Berkley.

Crucial Role of China's Vaccines in Tough Period

Claude Nicollier, a Swiss astronaut at the European
Space Agency, thinks highly of China's achievements in
space exploration, and expressed his hope for future bilat-
eral cooperation on space at the Sino- Swiss Space Sci-
ence and Technology Cooperation Online Meeting held
on June 30.

Nicollier recalled his mission to repair the Hubble
Space Telescope in 1993 and discussed how the space jour-
ney has given him a completely new perspective about life
on Earth. "I have an enormous respect for the achievements
in space utilization and space exploration," said Nicollier
when talking of China's space flights.

Admirable Achievements in Space Exploration
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TECH FOR BETTER LIFE IN CHINA

From poverty alleviation to rural revitalization, what is
the secret of China's success?

Michael Hermann, China representative of Humana
People To People, said China's efforts on alleviating pover-
ty is an actual achievement and not just a slogan.

Having been in China for 17 years, this German
said that it is a combination of extensive initiatives,
such as establishing e-commerce stations and launch-
ing loan support for rural residents, as well as the
Chinese government's comprehensive planning and the
joint efforts of society and individuals, that make
China succeed.

Rural Development: The China Way Works

What is the latest trend in the construction industry?
Luc Taerwe, member of Royal Flemish Academy of Belgium
and chair professor at Tongji University, said in a recent in-
terview that there is a trend to move from classical con-
struction, which is very labor intensive, to smart construc-
tion in recent years.

He added that with high- level experimental facilities,
China is at the forefront of the development of new and ad-
vanced building materials and construction techniques,
which contributes toward global carbon reduction. More-
over, he applauded China's efforts made in investing in new
housing projects during the last decades.

Smart Construction Creates Green Life

Pronkina Olga, a professor at Gansu University of Politi-
cal Science and Law, has lived in China for 13 years. Recent-
ly, she applauded digital technology's role in empowering
cultural heritage protection. She believes that the applica-
tion of digital technology is also an effective means to pro-
tect the Mogao Grottoes.

At the same time, as an educator, Olga noted that the
quality of education in China is constantly improving.
"China's educational achievements will certainly bring good
experiences to the world, especially to the countries along
the Belt and Road, which will bring high-tech support to im-
prove their educational conditions."

Digital Tech Empowers Cultural Heritage
Enock Chikava, interim director of agricultural develop-

ment at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, said China
has made compelling achievements in agriculture over the
past 40 years and its experience is worthy of promotion in
a recent interview.

Chikava spoke highly of China's agricultural research
and development extension system, saying it helps improve
the quality and efficiency of agricultural production and of-
fers valuable reference for African countries.

Furthermore, he highlighted that carrying out coopera-
tive projects in this field with China will help them cope
with food security challenges.

China Contributes to African Food Security

Tara Joensuu, a Finnish/American expat, has been liv-
ing and working in Shijiazhuang, Hebei province, since
2014.

In 2021, Joensuu established Osa Greentech in Shijiang-
zhuang, mainly focusing on promoting technologies and ex-
pertise exchanges between Europe and China in the green
technology sector.

In a recent interview, she was impressed by the fact of,
"How policies drive the development of the country and di-
rection of business so evidently." In addition, as a profes-
sional working in the environmental sector, Joensuu ap-
plauded the improvement of air quality in Hebei, a famous
steel production province in China.

Effective Policies Sustain Green Development
Brian Linden established the Linden Center in 2008 to

preserve China's cultural resources and present a real and
vivid China to the world.

Recently, based on his experiences in China, he said
science and technology have made an important contribu-
tion to the development of rural China. Linden highlight-
ed the role of the 5G network in empowering people's
life and giving people much easier access to products
around the globe. At the same time, he lauded China's
progress in infrastructure, such as the construction of
highways and high- speed railways, connecting Chinese
people, even those living in remote villages, with the rest
of the world.

Tech Transforms Rural Life in China


