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SPREADING THE FLU

has become a mother lode of data

proximity to “infected" staff or vi
the infection.

The timing turned out to be propitious. Soon after the o
had an amazing respanse, \'ﬂ(h mare than 13,000 visit
Michael John Gorman. The dat:
flowing to computers in Italy, where Fi i
epidemiologists at the Institute for
Scientific Interchange Foundation in
Turin are modeling epidemics. The
experiment “does seem to address
human-to-human contact at the most
local level, which is the least well
understaod of organizational scales,”
says Oliver Pybus, an epidemiologist
2 at the University of Oxford in the
5 United Kingdom.
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Even a pandemic can have asilver lining. Mlnndol v|s|mrs 153 Irish exhibition about epidemics
of dise

0n 17 April, the Seience Gallery at Irumy (allege Sublin aunched an exhibi clled

INFECTIOUS. To give visitors a firsthand feel for “epidemic processes,” everyone gets a

radio-frequency identification tag. Tags are initially “uninfected” but can get “infected” by

isitors. A computer tracks everyone, mapping the spread of

. swine flu panic hit. “We've
o far, says gallery director

www.sciencemag.org SCIENCE VOL 324 22 MAY 2009
Published by AAAS
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